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Law and Order of the Church 
of Jesus Christ. 


_ The Church was organized July 7, 1862, at Green- 
ock, Pa., and incorporated June 10, 1865, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., with the following officers: William Bickerton, 
President; Charles Brown, First Counsellor; George 
Barnes, Second Counsellor. 


Apostles 


William Cadman, Sr., James Brown, Thomas Bic- 
kerton, Arthur Bickerton, Joseph Astin, James Nichols, 
Cummings Cherry, Joseph Knox, John Neish, Ben- 
jamin Medowcroft, John Dixon, Alexander Bickerton. 


Evangelists 


John Stevenson, John Ashton, John Bickerton, 
William Menzie, James Louttit, John Caldwell, Charles 
Cowan, John McPherson, James Thompson, Thomas 
Stevens, Hugh Scott, and a number of elders. 

In January Conference of 1904, while calling 
brethren to refill the quorums of Apostles and Evan- 
gelists, Alexander Cherry rose in a powerful gift of 
tongues and the interpretation given was, ‘“‘Verily, thus 
saith the Lord, this is my will.” | 

The following July Conference at the Jefferson 
Church building in 1904 ordained eleven apostles, the 
first, William Cadman, Sr., having been ordained in 
1862. The eleven ordained were James Skillen, Marion 
Campbell, Alexander Cherry, Thomas Dixon, John Wil- 
liams, Allen Wright, William Lynch, J. L. Ambrust, W. 
T. Maxwell, Thornton Welsh, W. H. Cadman. 

Evangelists :—William Crosby, Archibald Fergu- 
son, G. W. Matthews, James Curry, Francis Federer, 
Samuel Campbell, John Grimes, Solomon Van Lieu, 
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Abashi Risk, Joseph Shutler, William Skillen, Jr., Gus- 
tave Blum, Thomas Sloan, Robt. Anderson, John Dillon, 
Joseph Tucker, Clyde Gibson, J. C. Breckenridge, Coch- 
ran Lynch, William Wells, Samuel Sanders. 

A number of the afore named Evangelists were or- 
dained prior to the July Conference of 1904. 

In July Conference of 1908, the Church felt to set 
aside from the quorum of Apostles, the President of 
the Church and his Counsellors, conforming in that re- 
spect to the order of the Church in 1862. 


Rules Governing Conferences 


General Conference shall consist of a general meet- 
ing of the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ, who 
are in good standing, for the transaction of the general 
business of the Church. It shall assemble on the first 
Saturday of July of each year, and each General Con- 
ference shall appoint the place of holding the following 
General Conference. (It will be understood that the 
President and his Counsellors may call the General 
Conference to assemble on the Friday preceding the 
first Saturday in July, if they deem it necessary.) : 

Its officers shall consist of a President, two Coun- 
sellors, a Secretary, a Financial Secretary, and a Treas- 
urer. 
The President shall preside over the deliberations 
of the General and other Conferences under the follow- 
ing rules: 

Rule I. All: Saints may be present at a General 
or other Conference for their individual enjoyment and 
edification. 

Rules II. Only Elders in good standing, as re- 
ported by their Presiding Elders, shall vote in the 
transaction of business. 

Rule III. No person except Elders shall have any 
voice in Conference business unless by permission of 
the President. 

Rule IV. If the President shall at any time rule 
In a manner that is deemed unjust by any Elder of the 
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Conference, he may arise and say, “I object to the rul- 
ing of the President.”’ In such case, a vote shall be im- 
mediately taken on the question without debate, unless 
some Elder of the Conference shall request the Presi- 
dent to give a brief explanation of his action for the 
purpose of facilitating intelligent action thereon; and 
if two thirds of said votes be against his ruling, it shall 
be reversed; if less, his ruling shall stand. He shall 
be amenable only to the Elders of the Church in their 
official capacity, in any matter of wrong doing, or er- 
ror of judgment in the conducting of Conferences, ob- 
jecting Elders having the privilege of appeal. In case 
any Elder shall, during any one Conference, make three 
objections to the President’s ruling, which are not sus- 
tained, said Elder shall be deemed contentions, and his 
privilege of raising objections in that respect during 
that Conference shall be declared at an end. 


Rule V. In all cases of controversy concerning the 
wrong doing of Presiding officer, the First Counsellor 
shall have charge of the meeting; and in case a ruling 
is reversed, said First Counsellor may retain charge 
until the adjournment of that meeting. 


Rule VI. The duties of the Counsellors shall be to 
give counsel to the President and assist the President 
in his duties. In case of his absence or from other 
proper cause, they shall assume his duties in their 
proper order as Counsellors. 


Rule VII. If at any time the Elders of the Church 
shall meet to hold a Conference, at a time and place 
previously appointed by a duly authorized Conference, 
and from any cause the President and his Counsellors 
are absent, the next in authority present are authorized 
to organize and hold a Conference in the following 
order: The corresponding Secretary shall call the Con- 
ference to order and petition God for divine guidance; 
and then entertain a motion for a brother to preside 
over the Conference. The one chosen shall proceed to 
complete the organization and conduct the business in 
a lawful manner. 


Rule VIII. The duties of the Secretary shall be 
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to keep a record of the business transactions of the 
Church in its Conferences and Councils. 


Rule IX. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer 
shall keep an account of, and preserve all moneys of the 
Church, coming into his or their posession, to be used. 
as the Church may direct; and shall give a report 
thereof at each Conference. 


Rule X. . In all cases of appeal, the person or per- 
sons appealing shall do so by presenting to the commit- 
tee on appeals a written statement, clearly specifying 
all the alleged wrongs or errors of judgment appealed 
from; said committee shall take the appeal into con- 
sideration only from its own statements and allega- 
tions, which, if they deem has sufficient foundation in 
fact, or is of sufficient importance to warrant investi- 
gation, they shall present it to Conference; if not, they 
shall declare it rejected, and return the papers to the 
appellants, backed with a written statement of the 
cause of their action. | 


Rule XI. Voluntary contributions to the General 
Church shall be reported at each Conference by the 
Presiding Elders of each branch, stating the amount re- 
ceived and the number of contributors. 


Rule XII. In all business transactions or matters 
of controversy in Conference proceedings, any member 
of Conference may demand explanation or a ruling 
from the President upon any matter having a direct 
or Just bearing upon the business then being consider- 
ed; but the President shall exercise his own discretion 
in answering questions which are foreign thereto. 


Rule XIII. When any Elder is sent abroad by 
proper authority to preach the Gospel, his wife or other 
dependant, shall be paid by the Church the sum of four 
dollars per week, and also two dollars per week for 
each child under twelve years of age, until such time as 
he shall return; the amount of allowance being subject 
to change in varying times, but always equal as to per- 
sons, 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Opening of Conference. 
Sustaining officers of the General Church. 
Reading minutes of previous conference. | 
Unfinished business of previous conference. 


Communications to conference, including excuses 


for absentees. ( Excuses of absentees not requir- 
ed at Quarterly Conferences.) 


Report of Mission Work. 
Report of branches and established missions. 


Appeals to Conference, and if any, the appoint- 
ment of a committee on appeals. 


Report of any revelations from the branches, con- 


cerning the General Church. 


New business and propositions concerning the 
spread of the Gospel. 


Election of General Church Officers: 


President 

First Counsellor 

Second Counsellor 

Secretary and Assistant 

Financial Secretary 

Treasurer 

One Trustee 

President. of Home Mission 

President or President’s of Floral Committee 
10. Church Historian | 

11. General Church Deaconesses. 

Election of the Presiding Elders of the branches 

and Presiding Officers of the missions. 

Appointment of next conference. 

Financial report. 


COA AMIR OPH 


LAWS GOVERNING THE CHURCH OF 
| ‘JESUS CHRIST | 


The Priesthood 


The Priesthood is the power which God gives to 
man, by which man becomes an authorized agent or of- 
ficer of His Kingdom; with the right, and power to 
teach the laws, and administer the ordinances, by 
which foreigners and aliens are admitted to citizenship 
of that Kingdom. 

Thus if a man, endowed with the priesthood, takes 
a penitent believer in the Gospel, and baptizes him (by 
immersion) in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, his sins are remitted. 

Those in possession of, or endowed with the priest- 
hood, should be governed by the fruits of the Spirit, 
which are love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness and temperance; against 
such there is no law. See Gal. 5, 22-25. 

No power ought to be maintained by virtue of the 
priesthood, only by persuasion, by long suffering, by 
kindness, and pure knowledge, without guile or hypo- 
crisy, Which shall greatly enlarge the soul. 

Reprove with sharpness when moved upon by the 
Holy Spirit, and afterwards show forth the spirit of 
love and humility, lest those reproved esteem those re- 
proving as enemies. See Matt. 20; 25-28. 

Teach and preach pure and correct principles to 
govern those in authority, as well as those under au- 
thority. 


The Church 


From the Gospel and the Priesthood comes the 
Church. The Church is the medium through which the 
Gospel is promulgated, by which it is known amongst 
the children of men, and by which God’s purposes are 
brought about in fulfillment of prophesy. It is the sys- 
tem of government by which those that accept the Gos- 
pel are controlled in the things pertaining to the 
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Church. It is the government of God on earth for the 
spiritual welfare of His people. The Church shall be 
known and recognized only by the name of Jesus 
Christ as is the name given on the Charter. Its mem- 
bers shall be known as Saints, or brethren and sisters. 


Officers of the Church 


The Apostle Paul in his fourth chapter to the Ephe- 
sians, verses 11-15 inclusive sets forth the offices of 
the Church (viz. Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Evange- 
lists, and Teachers) for the perfecting of the Saints, for 
the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the 
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ. 

That we henceforth be no more children tossed i‘ 
and fro and carried about with every wind of Doctrine 
by the sleight of men, whereby they lay in wait to de- 
ceive, etc. 

We believe all that are called into ite Priesthood 
should know whether their calling is of God or whether 
itis of man. Therefore we believe all should be able to 
answer the following questions correctly: 


Ist. Has your spiritual experience been such that 
you can testify before the Church and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you know this to be the true Gospel re- 
stored in these last days? 


2nd. Have you had any evidence in the way of 
heavenly experiences, that you would be Sassen in 
the ministry of this Church? 
8rd. Do you believe in the organization of the 
Church as described by the Apostle Paul, with Apos- 
tles, Prophets, Pastors, Evangelists and Teachers, and 
with the various gifts and blessings? 

“Ath. Do you solemnly promise before God that 
you will sustain the Church morally and spiritually in 
all things pertaining to the upbuilding of the Church; 
that you will sustain the law and assist in. 1 the execu- 
tion of the same? 
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5th. If you are ordained and given a license as a 
minister of this Church, and if for any reason the 
Church should demand the return of said license, do 
you promise before God and your brethren, that you 
will surrender your credentials as freely as you re- 
ceived them? 

(Before any brother is ordained, he shall be re- 
quired to answer the latter question in the meeting in 
which he is ordained, as well as before the Ministerial 
Board.) : 


President and His Counsellors 


It is their duty to preside over the Church. (as de- 
scribed in rules governing Conference) to see that the 
various orders and decisions of the Church are execu- 
ted. and to confer with one another and with all the 
Elders assembled. for the snreading of the Gospel, and 
the general unbuilding of the Church. They may also — 
be obliged at times to call special gatherings of the 
Ministry. and sometimes act when former anpointments 
made bv a. Conference cannot be carried out. Their ac- 
tions in these instances shall always be submitted to 
the following Conference. 


The Twelve 


We learn from the Scrinvtures that the Saviour 
chose twelve in Palestine 2s witnesses of His life and 
resurrection. whom He called Anvostles. Also when He 
established His Church on this land of America. He 
chose twelve as His witnesses. whom He called disci- 
nles. We believe it to be the will of God that twelve 
should be chosen in this last dispensation of time, as 
living witnesses of His Church on the earth. to bear tes- 
timonv throughout the world to the everlastine Gos- 
nel being restored and the Church being adorned with 
the divine gifts and blessings; also to have power to of- 
ficate in the name of the Lord Jesus, and to reculate 
the affairs of the Church in all the world. . It is the 
duty of the Twelve to ordain and set in order all offi- 
cers of the Church as may be designated unto them bv 
the revelation of His will. Their acts, in teaching and 
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preaching, and officiating in the ordinances of the Gos- 
pel, shall conform strictly with the former Twelve. 
They shall also elect or re-elect one of their members, 
at each July Conference to preside over their quorum; 
they shall also choose their Secretary. 


Evangelists 


Evangelists are chosen to labor in the name of the 
Lord, especially to preach the Gospel abroad. ‘The re- 
sponsibility of declaring the great message of God to 
the world rests upon them particularly. They shall 
have power and authority to ordain Elders, to estab- 
lish branches of the Church, laboring in harmony with 
the Twelve and the Church, and to elect or re-elect 
their presiding officer and Secretary at each July Con- 
ference. 

(Each of the afore mentioned quorums shall re- 
port to Conference the ones chosen as presiding of- 
ficers and Secretary.) 


= Elders 


Elders have the authority to preside over meet- 
ings, and conduct them as prompted by the Holy 
Spirit; to teach and expound the Scriptures; to baptize 
and lay on hands for the bestowal of the Holy Ghost; 
and to administer in all the ordinances of the Gosnel. 
As ministers of the Gospel they should walk uprightly 
in the world, not easily provoked, nor given to anger, 
not seeking argument, not offensive in habits, but 
rather gentle, kind, returning good for evil; for if we 
would bring salvation to others, we must ourselves 
abide in the true vine, Christ Jesus. 


Teachers 


| The teachers duty is to always be with the Church, 
to watch over and strengthen it, to be a peacemaker, to 
teach new members their duty, to exhort, and ex-— 
pound the Scriptures. He may take the lead of meet- 
ings when no Elders are present; but has not the au- 
thority to baptize, administer the sacrament, or lay on 
hands. In visiting the homes of the Saints on his 
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duties, he should exhort them to read both the Bible 
and Book of Mormon, and the Church’s literature; in 
order to become more thoroughly established in the 
faith of the Church. In many instances it is well for 
the teacher to counsel with the Presiding Elder of the 
branch concerning conditions that arise. 


Deacons 


The Deacon’s duty should be to look after the tem- 
poral and spiritual affairs of the Church, especially to 
arrange for the comfort and relief of the poor and 
meedy; to visit the sick and to see that widows and 
orphans are not neglected. Their lives should be above 
reproach and full of good works. Read Acts 6:1-8 inc. 


Deaconesses 


Deaconesses are expected to assist in the temporal 
and spiritual wants of the Church, to visit the sick, 
ministering unto their wants, especially where it would 
not be prudent for brethren to attend, to see to and as- 
sist in washing the Sisters’ feet, and to be willing help- 
ers in the Church, to see that baptismal skirts be pro- 
vided; to lend their assistance at the water’s edge, es- 
pecially when one of their own sex is being baptized; 
and, with all due reverence, to see that the table of the 
Lord’s Supper is properly provided and cared for. 


Parents’ Duties 


Parents are requested to bring their children to 
the Church for the blessing of God to be asked upon 
them. It is their duty to pray and to praise God in 
public and private; to engage in family worship, and 
train their children in fear and favor of the Lord. They 
should be taught to not use the name of our Heavenly 
Father, and Saviour in vain, to respect the Sabbath 
Day, to be truthful and upright, and to reverence the 
House of God. Parents should teach their children to 
be obediant and to be orderly in our place of worship. 


7 Members’ Duties 3 
When we speak of Members’ duties, we mean every 
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person in the Church of Jesus Christ, matterless of the 
position he or she may occupy. It is the duty of us all 
to show to the Church and the world, by our walk and 
conversation that we are true, consistent believers and 
followers of the Saviour. We should abstain from ill 
feeling toward each other, and avoid vain talk and evil 
speaking and foolish jesting. We should be just and 
upright in all our dealings. We must not forget the 
covenant we made at the water’s edge, that we would 
“serve God the rest of our days.” To do this, we must 
do unto others as we would be done by, and love our 
neighbor as ourselves. We should be very careful in- 
deed about other obligations we take, lest we find our- 
selves at variance with some of God’s creatures be- 
cause of their race, color or place of birth. For the 
Seripture declares in Acts 17:26, that “God has made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed and the bounds of their habitation.” (His 
Son Christ Jesus died for all mankind.)” Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world.” James 
bee: 


Branches of the Church 


Ist. A branch shall consist of a Presiding Elder 
and two Counsellors, First and Second, a Teacher, Dea- 
con, Deaconess, Secretary and Treasurer, (Financial 
Secretary and assistants to the last five offices if 
necessary). The Presiding Elder, or in his absence the 
Counsellors, shall have full charge of all meetings. 
When the Presiding Elder and his Counsellor are all ab- 
sent, then it is the duty of an Elder present to proceed. 
In case no Elder is present, then the Teacher should 
open the meeting. (His authority is made plain under 
the title of ‘‘Teacher’’). 


2nd. When a Council is called, all the Elders 
should be present. Teachers should report the condi- 
tion of the branch. The Deacon and Deaconesses should 
report whether their duties were performed or not. 
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8rd. The Presiding Elder has the right to call a 
council of the officers of the -branch, aside from the 
membership of the branch if he deems it necessary. 
The Secretary shall keep a record of all the business 
transactions of the Branch Councils to be read and 
adopted by motion. 

Ath. <A general meeting of all members should be 
held just prior to and after Conference. 

5th. The ordinance of feet washing should be at- 
tended to at least once in each quarter. 

6th. A branch may suggest a brother for Pre- 
siding Elder, but the Conference may lay aside any 
such suggestion and elect whom it sees fit. 

7th. The Presiding Elder shall have the privilege 
of choosing his Counsellors, but should he have no 
choice, then the Branch shall elect first and second 
Counsellors. 

8th. The Presiding Elder may call on whom he 
may feel directed to, to open a meeting, after which 
the meeting is in the Presiding Elder’s charge. 

9th. The Presiding Elder shall be the first dele- 
gate to a Conference, or his Counsellors in their order. 
If more than one delegate is necessary, the branch may 
elect another to represent them. 


10th. The Revealed Will of God. 

Experiences, such as dreams, etc., shall be pre- 
sented to the branch. After investigating the same, 
the branch may forward the experience to Conference 
in writing, or dispose of it as the branch may see fit. 

lith. Feet Washing. 

Feet washing may be attended to by electing a 
_ brother to wash the brothers’ feet, and a sister to wash 
the sisters’ feet, or by volunteering. 


12th. Members, who may have been suspended, 
may be restored to fellowship by laying on of hands, or 
by baptism, as the branch may feel directed by the 
Spirit of God. 

13th. When, for any reason whatever, any branch 
of this Church is dissolved, its property, including the 
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money in the treasury, shall be turned over to the Gen- 
eral Church. 

14th. When brethren are laboring in the vicinity 
of another branch of the Church and desire help from 
said branch, they must make their wants known to the 
Presiding Elder, or to the President of Home Missions. 

15th. In renewing members to fellowship, the 
branch can act only as far as the duty of a member is 
concerned. If any such member was in the ministry, 
then the General Church must consider his case, be- 
fore he shall be permitted to resume his ministerial 
duties in the Church of Jesus Christ. 

16th. Each Conference shall use its own judge- 
ment relative to paying any Elder’s traveling expense 
to and from conference; except when the home branch 
is unable to pay the way of its first delegate to a con- 
ference, the delegate shall make his wants known to 
the recording secretary of the General Church for the 
necessary funds. 


Sacrament in Remembrance ot the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ 

The Sacrament shall be administered in the follow- 
ing manner on Sabbath afternoon. The bread, as the 
body of Christ, shall be broken; the congregation shall 
then bow in prayer and the blessing of God invoked 
upon the bread. It shall then be administered. The 
wine shall then be poured as His blood. The congrega- 
tion shall again bow in prayer, and the blessing of God 
invoked upon the wine. It shall then be administered. 
The Presiding Elder, when necessary, may take, or 
request an Elder or a Deaconess to take, the Sacrament, 
(which has been blessed), to any members whose phy- 

sical condition hinders them from being at meeting. 


Missions 


In our travels in preaching the Gospel if the es- 
tablishing of a Mission or Missions is the result of our 
labors; the Church may appoint a brother at the head 
of the various missions and leave them under the juris- 
diction of a nearby branch, or in care of the President 
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of Home Missions. In their transactions in dealing 
with unruly members, or in ordaining a Teacher, Dea- 
con, or Deaconess, they must act in accord with those 
to whom they are subordinate. 


The Scriptural Law of Offences 


When any member is offended by another, it is 
his or her duty to go to that one and tell him or her of 
the fault and try to become reconciled. If they can- 
not agree between themselves they should take a 
Teacher with them the next time and try to adjust the 
trouble. Then if it cannot be adjusted, it is the duty of 
the Teacher to present it before the Council for inves- 
tigation. But Council can take no action against any 
one without a hearing and fair trial, unless the parties 
refuse to appear. Then they may suspend a member 
for contempt of Council. 


Marriage 


1st. According to the custom of all civilized na- 
tions, marriages are regulated by laws and ceremonies. 
Therefore. we believe that all marriages in this Church 
of Jesus Christ should be solemnized in a public meet- 
ing or feast prepared for that purpose; and that the 
solemnization should be performed by a Presiding 
Elder or other minister of the Gosnel. We earnestly 
reccommend all members of this Church to exercise 
great caution in forming matrimonial alliances, as the 
voung have little understanding of how far their hav- 
piness during life will be promoted by being equally 
joined together; or to what extent the opposite course 
may produce the opposite results. 


2nd. Marriages should be celebrated with prayer 
and thanksgiving. At the solemnization, the persons to 
be married should stand together, the man on the right 
and the woman on the left. They shall be addressed by 
the officiating person in a solemn and impressive man- 
ner upon the obligation—and duties of the marriage 
state. If there be no legal objection to the marriage, 
he shall say. (calling each by name), ‘Do you both mut- 
ually agree to be each other’s companion, Husband and 
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Wife, observing the legal rights belonging to this con- 
dition; that is, keeping yourselves wholly for each 
other and from all others, during your natural lives?” 
When they shall have answered “Yes”, he shall pro- 
nounce them “Husband and Wife, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by virtue of the Laws of the 
Country and authority vested in him. May God add 
His blessing and keep you to fulfill your covenants 
from henceforth and forever. Amen.” 


3rd. The clerk of every branch of the Church 
shall keep a record of all marriages solemnized and by 
whom they were solemnized, with respective names of 
contracting parties and all data. 


Ath. All legal contracts, made betore a person is 
baptized into this Church, shall be held sacred; for we 
believe that one man should have but one wife, and one 
woman should have but one husband, except in case of. 
death, when either are at liberty to remarry. Hear 
what the Lord hath spoken, “Therefore shall a man 
leave his Father and Mother and shall cleave unto his 
wife, and they twain shall be one flesh; and I say unto 
you, whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adult- 
ery ; therefore, a man shall have but one wife, and con- 
cubines he shall have none; and did he not make one, 
yet had he the residue of the Spirit, and, wherefore 
‘one? That he might seek a Godly seed. Therefore take 
heed to your spirit and let none deal treacherously 
against the wife of his youth.” See Malachi 2:15. 


5th. The Gospel of Jesus Christ as taught by this 
Church, is for all mankind, irrespective of race or color. 
All have a soul to save. But through the intermingling 
in marriage of the white and colored races, much un- 
happiness has been brought into this world, as many 
children have had to bear the reproach brought upon 
them by the unwise course pursued by their parents. 
The Church cannot help that which our Government 
has permitted to be, but be it understood that (while 
Salvation is for all who will repent and obey the Gospel) 
that this Church will not tolerate the white and negro 
members of the Church to mingle in marriage, bring- 
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ing reproach upon their offspring, and unnecessary re- 
proach upon the Church of our Lord. 


Divorce 


- According to our Saviour, the marriage covenant 
can be dissolved for only one offense; that is adultery. 
But mankind has strayed very far from our Heavenly 
Father’s will, in severing the marriage ties. The laws ~ 
of our country have made it possible for men and wo- 
men to divorce each other for the most trifling of- 
fences. Instead of a national law controlling this mat- 
ter, every state makes its own laws on Marriage and 
Divorce. The result is, our country is full of disgrace- 
ful conditions in high places as well as low. In fact, as 
a nation, it looks as if we have simply licensed adultery. 
We might ask, how many children of today cannot obey 
the command of God in honoring their Father and 
Mother, because they know them not? Is it ‘not a con- 
dition to which the Church of Jesus Christ cannot close 
its eyes? But the Church cannot help what civil law 
has allowed; (therefore all repentant men and women 
are subjects for baptism, their sins being remitted, 
though scarlet they may have been), but it (the 
Church) will be held accountable for its own internal 
affairs. Therefore, be it understood that any member 
of this Church who divorces husband or wife, without 
the sanction of the Church, can expect to be dealt with 
according to the law of Christ. The same rule will ap- 
ply also to any member of this Church, who is, or may 
oe divorced, who remarries without the sanction of the 

urch. : 


Further, any minister of this Church who know- 
ingly remarries a divorced person, either in or out of 
this Church (unless first sanctioned by the Church) 
shall forfeit his license as a minister of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. Bear in mind that (though civil law 
gives you the privilege of doing as you will in these 
matters), the law of Christ gives His Church the right 
of excommunicating you for transgression; and we are 
teueee that that which is sealed on earth, is sealed in - 

eaven. 
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Therefore, if we have been transformed from this 
world into the Kingdom of our Saviour by obediance 
to the Gospel, we are then obliged to keep ourselves un- 
spotted from the world. 


Our Views on War 


The nations of the world have tried in the past, 
are trying at present, and will, no doubt, for time to 
come endeavor to settle their disputes by war. Pro- 
fessed Christian nations have proven themselves not 
much better than heathens, and have spent valuable 
time, burdening their subjects with heavy taxes, in 
order to build machines for the destruction of their fel- 
lowman. Every nation appeals to their God for victory 
over the other. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in- 
forms us that His Kingdom is not of this world; and 
the prophets foresaw the day when that Kingdom 
would subdue all others, and would be given to the 
Saints of the most high God. (Please notice the King- 
dom is not given to warring Christians,) but to the 
Saints; to those who love their neighbor as themselves, 
and overcome evil with good. Therefore, to whom it 
may concern, we, the Church of Jesus Christ, in name, 
in spirit and in truth, declare ourselves opposed to war 
as carried on by the nations of the world. If any of our 
members should be called upon to take up arms, or in 
any way to be used as instruments to destroy their 
fellowman, and if he should register conscientious ob- 
jections against such work and is in good standing in 
this Church, the Church will lend its aid and influence 
against such members being taken to war. 


Recommendation for Ordination to the Ministry 


To avoid business interfering with our worship on 
Conference Sabbath, the branches or missions shall, 
during business sessions, present their recommenda- 
tions, which shall then be referred to the Ministerial 
Board, who will report their findings to Conference not 
later than Saturday evening session, except when Con- 
ference shall continue on Monday. These rules shall 
not be deviated from unless the revelation of God is 
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given in any of our meetings calling a brother into the 
ministry. 

The Ministerial Board shall be composed of the 
twelve Apostles. If any are absent, then they shall 
call any of the ministry to complete the number of 
twelve. The Board must be composed of twelve breth- 
ren, the President of the Church being exempted 
from any action in it. Two thirds must concur before 
the Church is obliged to ordain. 


A Contribution Box 


Our Conference and other special gatherings, as 
well as the general affairs of the Church business, 
need some money in order to be carried on, and we, as 
a people, do not believe in raising collections on the Sab- 
bath Day. Therefore, at each place of Conference, the 
Saints of the same locality shall provide a contribution 
box to be placed in a conspicuous place in all our meet- 
ings. In closing our meetings, the congregations at- 
tention may be drawn to the same. The Financial Sec- 
retary shall take care of the contents, which shall be 
turned into the’Church treasury, and shall be dis- 
pensed with as the Church shall see fit. All donors 
can rest assured that their offerings will be used ac- 
cording to our best judgment. But be it understood 
that this does not interfere in any wav with the free 
will offering of the Saints to the Conference through 
their Presiding Elder as set forth in Conference rule 
XI. This is not intended to hinder the Church from 
taking un a collection for a cause that it might wish to, 
but to refrain from doing so on the Sabbath Day. 


Regulation of Membership 


All persons being brought into this Church. shall 
be recorded as members at the most convenient place of 
meeting. It is not the desire of the Church to discour- 
age any Elders who have a desire to preach the Gospel, 
but when laboring in the immediate vicinity of other 
branches of the Church, they should do so in harmony 
with said branch. 

When members change their place of residence 
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from one meeting place to another, it is their duty to 
take a letter of transfer of membership; but the 
Church shall not force any one to move their place of 
residence. 

- There are, and will be, conditions arising among 
us as various nationalities “obey the Gospel, that the 
Church must not overlook. The inability of many to 
understand the English language must be considered, 
also the weakening down of a branch must not be over- 
looked. Therefore our Conferences, which assemble 
every three months, shall have power by vote (majority 
rule) to grant privileges to members as to their place 
of meeting, if conditions and circumstances are justifi- 
able. Members or branches of the Church should pre- 
sent the various cases that may arise to the Confer- 
ence in the form of writing. 


What Should Our Conversation Be? 


Brethren and sisters should be very careful when 
visiting each other, as to their conversations, for 
many times things are said, or the sayings of another 
are repeated so that deep wounds are caused. How 
easily and how often are the seeds of discord and con- 
tention scattered abroad, which bring forth thorns and 
thistles that prick the heart. Why not scatter a little 
sunshine, or the seed of the pure white lily, or of the 
fragrant rose? We would not think of taking a bou- 
quet of thorns to a sick friend, would we? Nay, but 
rather something to cheer. If we have not the spirit of 
Christ, we are none of His. The fruits of the Spirit 
are love, joy, peace, etc., but slandering, strife, and 
back-biting are not of God. 


A Floral Committee 


July Conference shall elect a President or Presi- 
dents over the whole Church, or districts of the Church, 
to see that in cases of death flowers are provided as a 
tribute of respect. Those elected shall appoint one in 
each branch or mission to attend to the same. (Ex- 
cept in the branch or mission in which the President 
resides; then him or her shall attend. to ee duty in 
their branch or eR Ey 


22 


The appointees shall forward their bill, properly 
sioned by themselves, to the President of their district, 
who shall also sign the same, and forward it to the 
Church treasure. The Treasure shall then send the 
amount directly to the one appointed. Receipts should 
always be obtained in these transactions. (The Church 
shall allow five dollars in case of an adult, and three 
dollars for a child.) In case of a death where the de- 
ceased member is also a member of the M. B. A. the 
Church shall provide the flowers, leaving the M. B. A. 
to provide flowers only for their members who may not 
be members of the Church. 

The Church is under no obligations to furnish flow- 
ers to members of the Saint’s families who are not 
- members of the Church, and who are over the age of 
sixteen years. 

This simply releases the obligations of the Church, 
and is not intended to interfere with the rights of any 
in sending flowers to any home. 


“The Missionary Benevolent Association” 


The M. B. A. is an association esvecially for the 
young, but the older ones are not excluded. It has been 
given the approval of the Church, and its object is 
clearly set forth in its by-laws. 


“The Ladies Uplift Circle” 


The sisters in the Church have an organization 
known by the above name. Their object is for the up- 
lifting of each other in spiritual knowledge and under- 
standing the word of God. They assist the Church fi- 
nancially, and especially help in financing missionaries 
to the Covenant People of God. Their work has also 
been given the Approval of the Church. 


“Printing” 


Printing matter should have the approval of the 
Church, either before the body or by a committee of 
investigation before being published. 
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A Portion of History From The Ensign 


William Bickerton was a member of the Methodist 
Church, until he heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
preached, in the year of our Lord 1845. He says, “I 
was convinced of the doctrines of Christ, viz., Faith, 
Repentance and baptism by immersion for the remis- 
sion of sins, and the laying on of hands for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and its effects is according to St. 
Paul’s writing. There is but one Holy Spirit, and 
whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, we have been 
all made to drink of the same spirit, for to one is given 
the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge, 
by the same spirit, and so forth and Jesus says; ‘signs 
shall follow them that believe, in my name shall they 
cast out devils, they shall speak with new tongues, they 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands ‘on 
the sick and they shall recover’. And I was never 
taught such a gospel; so I left them as a member in 
good standing, and was baptized into Christ and put 
Him on. I received the gift of the Holy Spirit at the 
laving on of hands, and the signs have followed me. I 
have spoken with new tongues, and have had the inter- 
pretations, and I have seen the sick healed, and I have 
been healed my self, so that I know that the Gospel is 
the power of God. I entered the Church under Elder 
Rigdon’s organization, I was called by the Holy Spirit 
to be an Elder. I received ordination and the power 
of God came down and sealed that office upon me, I 
went forward preaching to all that would hear. I was 
afterwards called into the quorum of seventies. I re- 
ceived ordination the second time, but the Church be- 
came disorganized. Here I was left to my self. I 
paused to know what course to pursue. I knew my 
calling was from Heaven, and I also knew that a man 
cannot build up the Church of Christ with out divine 
commandment from the Lord, for it would only be sec- 
tarianism, and man’s authority. 


But the Lord didnot leave me; no, He showed’: me 


a vision, and in the vision I was on the highest moun- — 


tain on ‘the earth; and He told me that if I did not 
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preach the Gospel I would fall into a dreadful chasm 
below, the sight thereof was awful. I moved with fear, 
having the Holy Spirit with me. Here I was, none to 
assist me, and without learning, popular opinion 
against me, and the Salt Lake Mormons stood in the 
way. I could not turn back unto Methodism again. No, 
I knew they had not the Gospel. I stood in contempla- 
tion. The chasm was before me, no other alternative 
but to do my duty to God and man. I went ahead 
preaching repentance towards God, and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Some believed my testimony and 
were baptized, and we met together. The Lord met 
with us, and we could many times sing with the poet, 
“the Spirit of God, like a fire is burning, the latter 
day glory begins to come forth. The visions and bless- 
ings of old are returning. The Angels are coming to 
visit the earth.” We had not as yet partaken of the 
Lord’s Supper, when the Lord appeared in vision, and 
told me to administer it. We met together from time 
to time, and I felt it to be the will of God to call and 
ordain other Elders. I did so and they assisted me in 
helping forward the good work of God. We also met 
together in council, and the Lord revealed himself unto 
us in divers ways. 


One evening after I had baptized three, I retired 
to rest, and a glorious vision appeared before me. I 


“™ saw a beautiful table spread over, with everything that 


was desirable of the rich bounties of Heaven, and the 
Saints feasting themselves; there was no end to it, as 
far as as I could see. I saw myself sitting at the head 
of it; and while in.the vision the glory of God filled the 
room. No mortal man can tell what I felt on that oc- 
casion, while a cloud of divine glory rested upon me. 
To the world this-might appear to be imagination, but 
to me a reality, a divine reality, that years cannot erase 
from my memory. I might fill up pages of what we 
have received, but we give our testimony to the world, 
that we know that their is a God in Heaven, and He 
changes not, and that He does reveal himself in this our 
day. and generation, as He did in days of old. Yes, 
blessed be His high and Holy name oo ever, for His 
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unchangeableness; for as our Saviour said, while here 
on earth, if any man will do His will, He shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or I speak of myself. 
And again, the Prophet Joel says, speaking of the last 
days, ‘and it shall come to pass afterwards, I will pour 
out my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions, and also up- 
on the servants and upon the hand-maids in those days 
will I pour out my spirit, and I will show wonders in 
the Heavens and in the earth; blood and fire and pil- 
lars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord come.’ And while waiting before the 
Lord in a sacrament meeting, the word of the Lord 
came unto me saying, ‘I accept of you this day as my 
Church to whom my servant John was commanded to 
write, while in the spirit, on the Lord’s day, and to the 
angel of the Church of Philadelphia write; these things 
saith he that is Holy, he that is true, he that hath the 
key of David, he that openeth and no man shutteth, and 
shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works; be- 
_hold I have set before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it, for thou hast a little strength, and hast 
kept my word, and hast not denied my name. Behold 


eo I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say 


they are Jews, and are not, but do lie, Behold I will 
make them to come and worship before thy feet; and to 
know that I have loved thee, because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world 
to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold 
I come quickly; hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh will 
I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go 
no more out; and I will write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city of My God which 
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 


~ Heaven from my God, and I will write upon him my 


new name. He that hath an ear let him hear what the 
spirit saith unto the Churches.’ Again, shortly after, 
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while we were assembled together, the word of the 
Lord came unto me again, saying, ‘the Lord I am God, 
the Lord I am God, therefore you are of them that will 
not turn aside, therefore will I bless you.’ 


We then began to increase in numbers, and formed 
ourselves into Conferences. Elders were called and or- 
dained, and the Lord being with us, the signs followed 
the believers, the gifts of the Spirit being made mani- 
fest in tongues and interpretations of tongues, pro- 
phecy, wisdom, knowledge, visions, dreams, faith, dis- 
cerning of spirits, and the sick healed, and pains re- 
moved, so that we began to grow up into the knowledge 
of the Son of God, and the Lord our God made a 
Covenant with us, that he would lay a ground work by 
us to perform a great work; and we are the stem, and 
every party that splits from us shall come to nothing. 
We now copy from the records of this Church the re- 
velations and commandments that the Lord has given 
unto us as far as is requisite for this history, and leave 
it with the reader. While watiing in conference be- 
fore the Lord, the word of the Lord came unto us Ssay- 
ing, ‘try me and prove me, and see if I will not open 
unto you the windows of Heaven and pour you out a 
blessing. so that there shall not be room enough to 
contain it... And on the following Sabbath while we 
continued to wait before the Lord, the word of the Lord . 
was fulfilled in our midst, for there were some com- 
pletely overpowered by the power of God; and at this 
Conference several of the brethren had visions, one of 
which we'll give. “TI saw in the vision the road that the 
Saints were traveling on; the foot of which road was in 
the waters, and ascended gradually up to Heaven. It 
was as a Straight and narrow road, so narrow that there 
was not room to turn either to the right or to the left; 
and on each side of the road was all manner of differ- 
ent kinds of beautiful flowers to tempt the Saints to 
pluck them, but under the flowers lay a great depth of 
mud. and the prettier the flowers the deever the mud, 
so that if any one stepped aside to pluck any of the 
flowers, they were sure to stick fast in the mud; also, 
the road itself was so firm that many cannon balls that 
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were fired at the road, could not even as much as make 
a mark upon it.”’ Therefore, we must exclaim with the 
poet: 


“How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word; 
What more can He say, than to you he hath said, 
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled.” 

And 


“Come see the road His hand has raised, 
And made the pathway plain. 

Nor need the travelers ever err, 

Nor ask the track in vain.” 


And again, in conference, the word of the Lord, as 
it was given, “Hear O my people, this is the word of the 
Lord unto you today, the Church must be one, and my 
people one, for unto you is committed the work of God, 
in these last days, and you my servants feed the flock 
of God, over which I have made you overseers, for great 
is the responsibility that rests upon you; for unto you 
are given the keys of this last ministry, and to lift the 
last warning voice to the world; therefore, be faithful 
to the end of your calling, Amen.” Therefore, we went 
from place to place, as the Spirit directed us, and the 
Lord confirmed our word, by the power of His spirit 
with the signs following them who believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and obeyed his commandments. 

Again in Conference July 4th, 1860 it was felt to 
be the will of God that we meet again tomorrow in 
fasting and prayer, that the will of God might be fully 
made known unto us. Therefore, on the 5th of July, we 
“met according to the will of God, in prayer and fasting, 
and the power of God was made manifest in our midst, 
-In various ways, and a vision was given to one, which 
we will relate. “I saw in a vision a woman, dressed all 
in white, come into the house, with a crown in her 
hand. In the crown were twelve stars; and she laid the 
crown upon the stand and said, “This crown belongs to 
this Church,’ and then disappeared.” And again, in 
Conference July 9th, 1861, the power of God was made 
manifest in the gifts and callings, for there were 
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twelve of cur number, chosen and called by the Holy 
Spirit to be Apostles of Jesus Christ in this last dispen- 
sation, and the power and spirit of God accompanied 
their callings, for we were made to rejoice with that 
joy that is unspeakable and full of glory. Hear also the 
word of the Lord given previous to the vision. ‘Hear 
ye the word of the Lord God of Hosts to day, I am the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I sent forth my 
servant Joseph, with a message of glad tidings to this 
generation; Him have they slain saith the Lord, my 
people have they persecuted, scattered and driven out, 
yet once again I have raised up another like unto 
Joseph, to lead forth my people; Him shall ye hear in 
all things. I decreed that I would set up an ensign, 
and raise up a standard; that ensign has been lifted, 
that standard raised, and now I have called forth my 
servant William Bickerton to lead forth my people and 
they shall go in and out and find pasture, and the world 
shall know that there is a God in Heaven; therefore 
touch not mine anointed, saith the Lord Amen. (We 
wish it to be understood that this Church will only 
hearken unto the things that are presented by man, 
in as much as they are consistent with the teachings 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; as He is our 
great Law Giver.) 


Yes, blessed be the Lord for His goodness towards 
us, in calling another like unto Joseph to carry on this 
clorious work, in these the latter days for as the Lord 
hath said, Behold I am God, and I am a God of miracles, 
and I will show unto the world that I am the same yes- 
terday, today and forever; and I work not among the 
children of men save it be according to their faith. 


Therefore, awake, awake, O ye people, and give 
heed to what is contained in these pages. As we are 
aware that some will startle at such ideas, and be sur- 
prised that men should believe in revelation in these 
last days. But they cannot be more surprised at our 
principles on this point, than we are at theirs. We wish 
it to be understood distinctly, that the organization of 
this Church came by express CO aa and reve- 
lation from the Almighty. 
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(To the Church; We, the committee, have thus far 
given this history word for word as given by Brother 
Bickerton in the “Ensign.” He now gives the minutes 
of July Conference 1862, and we will give from now on 
only what seems to us the most interesting events that 
are recorded in said Ensign). The twelve Apostles 
were ordained in this Conference and a number of 
Evangelists, and the power of God was in their midst. 
At a later event the same calling of Apostleship, was 
laid upon William Bickerton and his two counsellors. 

Brother Bickerton says in some other writings of 
his, that at a Conference held in 1861 that the revela- 
tion of God was given that He (the Lord) accepted this 
Church as He did the Church of Alma. 


The Presidents of the Church 
William Bickerton, President at organization in 


William Cadman, elected President in 1880. 
Alexander Cherry, elected President in 1906. 
W. H. Cadman, elected President in 1922. 
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